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Women Business leaders in SG, UAE can cooperate, share expertise 

 

Women business leaders in Singapore and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) can collaborate 
and share expertise in a number of areas such as arts, culture, design and nutrition. 

That's according to a webinar panel organized by the UAE-Singapore Business Council and the 
UAE Embassy in Singapore yesterday, comprising business leaders. 

The webinar entitled ‘Women in Business: UAE & Singapore’ aims to connect women 
entrepreneurs from both countries to share experiences and encourage networking. 

It was also attended by Senior Minister of State (Foreign Affairs and National Development), 
Her Excellency Sim Ann; Her Excellency Shamma bint Suhail Faris Al Mazrui, UAE Minister of 
Youth Affairs and His Excellency Jamal Abdulla Al Suwaidi, UAE Ambassador to Singapore and 
Patron of the UAE Singapore Business Council. 

Mewah International’s Chief Executive Officer, Ms Michelle Cheo, said Singapore and the UAE 
have similarities in certain aspects such as an open economy and valuing global talent. 

“As a trade hub, these are two important aspects of our success. The openness of both 
countries as trade hubs means that we are also very open to talent from all over the world 
and we can work together in this regard," she said. 

Sharing her views, Ms. Salama Al Shamsi, Director of Historic Sites and Qasr al Hosn, Abu 
Dhabi Department of Culture and Tourism, saw potential in the cultural and creative domains. 

"I believe that partnerships and exchanges in the area of museums can yield good results ... 
Abu Dhabi and other Emirates, need to work with Singapore in this regard. 

“Apart from the main fields such as handicrafts and design, there are opportunities for artists 
from both countries to work closely and hold discussions. 

"It benefits not only the two countries but the culture of the world, and this cooperation can 
inspire everyone," she said. 

One area of potential collaboration is in health, particularly nutrition, according to Ms. Helene 
Raudaschl, Founder and Chairman of Indoguna Productions FZCO. 

“I think one topic shared by both countries is how we want to educate all levels of society, 
especially the younger generation to improve health and sustainability. 

"And this is something that can be encouraged by women because today, women still have a 
big role in their home kitchens. Hence, we can work together in these matters, especially since 
health issues are very much encouraged in both countries," she said, whose company owns a 
halal food manufacturing plant in the UAE. 



Meanwhile, the role of women in bilateral relations was also emphasized by Minister Sim Ann. 

In her speech, she said the women in the business community from both countries play an 
important role in strengthening bilateral relations, apart from being an example and mentor 
to young women. 

"The strength of our two countries' relationship goes beyond statistics ... we share similar 
views on the important role that our women play in society," she said. 

In this regard, Singapore and the UAE have undertaken many efforts to empower their 
respective women citizens. 

“However, the task to further strengthen this bilateral relationship is not only borne by the 
two governments alone. 

"Each of you can be a bridge between Singapore and the UAE to help our community be more 
connected," explained Minister Sim Ann. 

She added that the webinar was timely as the UAE had just celebrated Emirati Women’s Day 
in August 28 while Singapore announced this year as the Year of Celebrating SG Women. 


